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The Grafton Education Foundation ... helping to change the look of education in Grafton. 

GEF First Annual Soupor Bowl … A Soupor Success! 
Does anything beat a hot bowl of soup on a cold winter evening? 

January 25, 2013 marked the birth of an exciting 
new happening in Grafton — The  First Annual 
Grafton Education Foundation (GEF) Soupor Bowl.  
 

Kicked off at the newly-remodeled Grafton Pub & 
Bowl, rather than football, our inaugural event 
offered soup sampling, live music, exciting bucket 
raffle packages, a golden apple draw, a 
professionally-called live auction, and a spirited 9 
Pin Tap bowling tournament … all topped off with a 
chance to win $10,000 in a Reverse Raffle drawing. 
Talk about letting the good times roll! 
 

Featuring soups from 17 
local businesses, the price 
of admission brought 
unlimited samplings  and 
included a unique ceramic 
bowl. Grafton students  
designed and made the 
bowls for the event. 

 

While soup was being sampled on the upper level, 
9 Pin Tap Tournament registration was underway 
on the main level and attendees were  being 
enthusiastically  entertained by live music provided 
by the Zachary Wade Project. 
 

Many of you will remember 
Zach Wade Kranz as a 1996 
Grafton High School graduate. 
Founder  of the Zachary Wade 
Project, Zach has spent many 
years performing, writing and 
experimenting with different 
styles of music. His popular 

group performs regularly in the Milwaukee area. 

Just when guests thought they had experienced all 
of the enjoyment the Soupor Bowl had to offer, 
evening’s close brought even more excitement.  
 
    9 Pin Tap Award 
The Kennedy Pin Heads 
won the spirit award. Wow, 
talk about high energy! 
 

Awards were also given for 
high & low team scores, 
and special prizes were 
given for hitting randomly–
appearing red pins.  

 

Reverse Raffle Drawing — Winning Ticket!  
Unlike a typical raffle, the purchaser of the last 
ticket drawn wins the grand prize. 
  

Excitement was high with anticipation as the final 
few tickets were pulled from the hopper. And the 
$10,000 check goes to  ... 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
19 staff members at JLMS shared in the prize. 

Congratulations to this lucky bunch!  
 

Thanks to the great community turnout, support and 
generosity, GEF earned over $20,000 on the event.  

 

Next  year’s Soupor Bowl—January 24, 2014 
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2013  GRANTS  IN  ACTION!    
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Author/Illustrator Visit   
To inspire students about the wonders of books and 
reading,  Tedd Arnold, a nationally-known author/
illustrator from the Fly Guy series will visit the three 
Grafton elementary schools so students may learn 
first-hand from a professional how ideas are 
generated and brought to life in print. The GEF will 
partner with other organizations to fund this grant. 
 GES, KES, WES – V. Stuckens & M. Foerg - $2,838.67 
 

Early Childhood Play Loft  
A play loft in the Early Childhood Room will allow 
children with disabilities daily opportunities to 
increase their overall development.  Climbing stairs 
and walking on platforms will increase gross motor 
strength, balance and coordination.  Children will 
use their sensory integration skills to organize sight, 
sound, touch, gravitational awareness and 
movement.  Research shows that children first learn 
through play.  A loft will provide engaging 
opportunities for children to interact with one 
another increasing language development, social 
skills, emotional skills and readiness.  The GEF will 
partner with the School District of Grafton to award 
this grant with matching funds through the special 
education budget. 

GES – M. Viesselmann & M. McCabe - $2,263.31  

iPad With Document Camera Setup  
for Science Classes  

An iPad 4 with retina display will be used to present 
science applications to Earth Science and Biology 
students at Grafton High School.  Additionally, the 
iPad will act as a document/lab display camera 
when attached to the classroom mounted projection 
systems and mounting bracket in the science 
rooms.  This will allow an entire classroom filled with 
students to be able to observe displays and 
activities that would normally be difficult with higher 
numbers of students in classroom settings. 

GHS – B. Geiger - $644.05 
 
 

Fit for Life  Heart Rate Monitors in  
Physical Education Classes  

With the use of heart rate monitors during physical 
education, students will be able to get immediate 
feedback about their performance/effort levels.  In 
order to increase cardiovascular fitness, students 
need to be actively participating in class in their 
target heart rate zone.  The heart rate monitors will 
provide numerical data as to the number of minutes 
in a class period that each individual student is in 
his/her target heart rate zone. 

JLMS – L. Schreurs and J. Hildebrand - $3,988.23 

The GEF “Prize Patrol” made 8 stops in May to surprise this year’s grant recipients. 
During the annual Prize Patrol, GEF members show up unannounced in teacher 
classrooms with an oversized check, balloons and green apples to share the news that 
their educational grants will be awarded. This year’s grants will impact students at all 
five public schools in Grafton. 



$25,767  AWARDED  IN  2013! 
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Kindergarten iPad Learning Center  
Grafton Elementary and Kennedy kindergarten 
students will share daily individualized learning 
opportunities through the use of an iPad Learning 
Center.  Learning will be specific to individualized 
learning needs that are below, at, and above district 
kindergarten learning targets. 

GES and KES – S. Gasiorowski, A. Buckles,  
L. Jarvis, and A. Shanks - $6,064.00 

 
Kindergarten Literacy Bags   

In response to kindergarten students not having 
access to quality, leveled books to read at home to 
their parents, the Woodview Elementary 
kindergarten team created an initiative called the 
Literacy Bag Program.  The program provides an 
individualized reading lesson for each child and his/
her parents, a literacy bag to support reading and 
writing at home each night, and the opportunity for 
the kindergarten children to frequently choose from 
appropriate books to read to their parents.  The 
books in this program are leveled and support 
strategic reading instruction.  The communication 
and literacy tools help to build the foundation for 
each student to be on track to meet or exceed the 
district reading benchmarks. 

WES – J. Engstrom - $500.00 

Multi-Process Welders  
Grafton High School’s Manufacturing Lab will  
purchase two Thermal Arc 252i Fabricator multi-
process welders to improve welding instruction. 
Each machine is capable of producing high quality 
welds  in the GMAW, GTAW, and SMAW welding 
processes. Until the purchase of these machines, 
the Grafton High School welding lab only had three 
machines capable of producing welds in GMAW and 
GTAW.  Now, we can greatly improve welding 
instruction at Grafton High School and work towards 
the goal of producing high quality students to fill the 
skills gap in the manufacturing industry. 

GHS – M. Dodge - $4,106.26 
 

Sound Field Amplification Systems    
Installing sound field amplification systems into the 
second and third grade classrooms will improve the 
sound environment, thus evenly distributing sound 
from the teacher, other students, and multimedia 
equipment to students in any position within the 
classroom.  As a result, all students in these 
classrooms will hear what is being said and 
potentially improve their attentiveness, participation, 
comprehension, and access to the curriculum. 

WES – B. Evers and G. Campbell - $5,363.00   
 

“While it is always exciting to make these grants come true, it’s also disappointing that 
there are so many great ideas that we cannot fund simply because we ran out of 
money,” says Bob Hoffman, GEF President .  This year, we had $44,000 worth of ideas.  
All were worthy, but we had to make some tough decisions based on the funds that we 
had available. 

Over $61,000 in grants awarded to date.  Keep the excitement going!   
Donate on line today to the Grafton Education Foundation! 

www.graftoneducationfoundation.org  
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Mark Your Calendars! 

Sunday, September 15,2013 
 Portraits in the Park, Lower Lime Kiln Park, Grafton 

Saturday, November 9, 2013 
Children’s clothing and holiday craft sale at Grafton High School—Contact Pam 
@ 376-5022 to be a seller. 

Friday, January 24, 2014 
 Second Annual Soupor Bowl, Grafton Pub & Bowl 

This newsletter is distributed by both email & U.S. mail. Contact us if you would like to change how you receive it. 

If you know someone who would like to receive this newsletter, please contact us with their address. 

If we have an incorrect address for you, please provide us with the correct address. 

If you would like to stop receiving this newsletter, please let us know. 

We believe that students become active citizens of the global community  
by engaging in challenging and inspiring learning experiences. 

Grafton … Title Town USA? 

Tuesday, May 21st was a green and gold letter day in Grafton … that’s the 

day Double D came to town!  
 

Former Green Bay Packer wide receiver, Donald Driver, visited John Long 
Middle School to congratulate students on a job well done for taking first place in 
the Goodwill “Pack’r Up” challenge. Students collected an astounding 78,000 
donated items in 30 days to win the contest! 
 

“It should put a smile on everyone’s face,” Donald told the students.  “You were 
able to give someone clothes, books, bags, and it puts a smile on my face 
knowing that you have all done a good job.” 
 

Congratulations John Long … You Scored A TOUCHDOWN! 

2012 Outstanding Community Group  
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GEF Board Member Spotlight—Renee Riddle 
 

The GEF is thrilled to have been named the 2012 
Outstanding Community Group by the Grafton 
Chamber of Commerce and humbled by the kind 
words of the teachers who nominated us.    

Renee has made significant contributions to the Grafton area through her selfless 
dedication to a variety of civic, school and community groups. She volunteers in Grafton 
as a member of the Grafton Education Foundation and the PTA. She is a girl scout leader 
and a Sunday school teacher. Renee has worked tirelessly with the Stars & Stripes 
Honor Flight, and was the driving force behind the Miller Park sold out world premiere of 
the documentary Honor Flight last August. Renee spent 10 years as a news anchor at 
WDJT and WISN TV. Renee and her husband, Clayton, have three children and are long 
time Grafton residents.  Thank you Renee for your commitment to the GEF. 

New Superintendent Named 

The School District of Grafton has announced the 
hiring of Dr. Mel Lightner as the new superintendent 
of schools. The GEF welcomes him into our 
community. We look forward to seeing what this 
new chapter brings to our Grafton public schools.   

Farewell Shawna  
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Shawna 
Parsons. She has been a steadfast GEF worker and 
was instrumental in the success of the inaugural 
Soupor Bowl.  Shawna and family are relocating to 
Utah. Good luck, Shawna, we’ll miss you!   
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