
GRAFTON EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

November 20, 2012 
 

GHS Teachers Lounge 
 

 

I. Call to Order 
B. Hoffman called the meeting of the Board to order at 7:30 p.m. 

This is a regular meeting of the Board of Directors. 
 

Voting Board Members Present: Mike Cibulka, Bob Hoffman, Lisa 
LaMaster, Renee Riddle, Steve Vepraskas, Shawna Parsons, Julia 

McNally and April Shanks 
 

Voting Board Members Excused:  Abby Schroeder, Mike Donahue 
  

Non-Voting Board Members Present: Cristy Bauer, April Shanks 
 
Non-Voting Board Members Excused:   

 
Guests Present: Steve McDonnell, Dick Best, Pam Wiziarde, Karen 

Walton and Kerry Feutz. 
 

II. Previous Meeting Minutes  
R. Hoffman submitted the minutes from the October 9, 2012 
meeting for review.  J. McNally made a motion, L. LeMaster 

seconded to approve the minutes. The motion carried 7-0.   
 

III. Treasurer's Report   
B. Hoffman presented financials as of September 30, 2012.  He 
reported there has been very little change in the financial status 

this month.  Approval moved by S. Vepraskas, seconded by R. 
Riddle.  Approved 7-0. 

 

IV. Children's Clothing and Toy Resale 
P. Wiziarde reported that the sale was moderate success with a 

profit of $1,254.  There was a discussion of ideas for changes and 
improvements in future Resale events.  The Spring 2013 Resale will 

be early in May (5/4/13) at Grafton High School.  She is still 
working to confirm dates for the Fall 2013 Sale but it was agreed 

that a date in early November (11/9/13) would be preferable to an 
October date.  It was suggested that the refreshment menu be 
expanded to include water, coffee, hot dogs and hamburgers.   
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V. GEF Website Maintenance  
S. Vepraskas requested that items for the website be sent to him 

and he will add them.  There was discussion of how to capture 
names for the newsletter through the website.  There was further 
discussion around depth of information that can be captured via the 

website.  J. McNally suggested that board members should use a 
signature line for any outgoing email communications.  She 

volunteered to create them. It was also noted that the documents 
for the 2013 Grant Applications need to be live on the website on 

1/1/13. 
 

VI. GEF Soupor Bowl 2013 
R. Riddle led a discussion of progress on this program.  Efforts are 
underway to get the printing of 3,000 "Save the Date" postcards to 

be mailed to local addresses donated.  In addition, a 2' x 3' 
promotional sign is now on display at John Long Middle School.  We 

will be featured in a Chamber e-mail in December.  There was 
discussion of the use of newspaper ad's to spread the word in 

addition to the news releases and photos we will use.  Further 
promotion at schools and school centered events (e.g., basketball 

games) was also discussed.  
 
Raffle planning is still in the early stages.  Renee explained the idea 

of a $10,000 prize raffle using a limited number of tickets e.g., 200 
chances.  As tickets were drawn, excitement would build.  Lesser 

prizes could be awarded to some of the earlier tickets' drawn.  
Principals are working with their staffs to get donations to buy the 

Brewer tickets.  They will be complete by mid December.  Other 
second tier prizes were discussed. Bucket raffle items were also 

discussed (P. Wiziarde departed at 8:30 PM). 
 

R. Riddle and M Cibulka led a discussion of the sponsorship 
opportunities for pieces such as the bowling, the raffle tickets and 

others.  The committee for the event is being led by R. Riddle and 
all major areas have a chair except for decorations.   

  

VII. Christmas Parade 
The Grafton Chamber has a vehicle for the foundation board 

members to ride.  We will have 300 packets of Ramen noodles to 
hand out to promote the Soupor Bowl and volunteers will be 
needed to hand them out during the parade. 

 

VIII. December Meeting Preview 
R. Hoffman reminded those present that the annual budget will be 

developed at the December meeting so all should be prepared to 
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offer ideas and facts that need to be considered.  The Board will 
also formally discuss the 2013 grant targets.   

 

IX. Additional Committee Reports 
C. Bauer suggested that we might want to work with the Rick 

Seybold to see whether document cameras would be a good target 
for some of our giving.  The cameras are about $400 but she didn't 

know how many the administration is planning for.  There was also 
a discussion of whether we would entertain a team grant request 

from a school instead of a single teacher.  And it was noted that 
there is a need for us to update classroom libraries to help with 

writing courses.   
 

X. Other Matters 
R. Riddle noted that she had first aid kits available for purchase as 
a fund raiser.  They would be good for cars, athletics or the home.  

We could also gain revenue if we could get referrals from other 
organizations that want to sell these kits.   

 

XI. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Cibulka, seconded by S. Parsons 

at 9:08 pm.  Carried 7-0. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

Steve McDonnell 
Secretary pro-temp 


